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Officer’s Address

Fellow members,

Your local chapter of URISA has been selected as the Out-
standing URISA Chapter of the Year (COTY). What exactly
does that mean? Well if you consult the official URISA
website you’ll find that it means CURISA is a URISA chapter
that has sponsored particularly effective activities or has
otherwise excelled in serving its membership. That is
fairly direct, but if you ask me | would tell you that COTY
means that our members, officers and advisory board has
done a tremendous job in building up the chapter over the
last few years. It is well deserved. As a group of Geospa-
tial professionals, the CURISA membership should be proud
of all the hard work coordinating events, volunteering to
speak/instruct and donating time and money to benefit the
chapter. The chapter exists to support its members and
the profession and it looks like it all came full circle. | say
that a major-league ‘thank you’ goes out to all those who
helped us get to this point.

So where do we go from here? Well, there is already some
plans to build on our success, rest on our laurels and take
the time to reconfigure a few chapter policies and proce-
dures. The officers will be convening soon to begin discus-
sion on some of the changes so stay tuned. As always
where we go from here depends largely on you, our mem-
bers. We need to know what you want out of the chapter
and how we can help you professionally.

Fall 2008

CURISA is also looking for willing and able candidates to tran-
sition leadership to. It may be time for a new group to take
CURISA to new heights, so we want to hear from individuals
who wish to serve. The volunteerism should be rewarding
enough, but the networking opportunities, industry knowl-
edge and leadership experience are all great reasons to take
the reigns.

Below is a photo from the URISA conference in New Orleans
where URISA President Susan Johnson presented the award
to Wake County’s Anne Payne. Anne was gracious enough to
accept on our behalf, which was fitting since she was one of
the original officers of CURISA and has also served on the
URISA board. | would also like to thank Katie Brewer,
CURISA VP for giving a short presentation at the conference
chapter leader’s forum. o\,\““m‘

Thanks again,

Kristian Forslin, CURISA President
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Chapter News:

CURISA is awarded 2008 International URISA
Chapter of the Year!!!

CURISA and CGITA GIS in the Carolinas confer-
ence is a strong success yet again.

Planning is underway for the 2009 NCGIS confer-
ence. CURISA will be hosting 5 workshops this
year.

GIS Day is November 19th. If you’re planning an
event be sure to apply for a CURISA GIS Day
funding grant. /
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Calendar of Events

GIS Day; International; November 19, 2008 (http://www.gisday.com/)

NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council; Raleigh, NC; November 19, 2008 (http://www.ncgicc.com/
Default.aspx?tabid=138)

ASPRS Annual Conference; Baltimore, MD; March 8-13, 2009 (http://www.asprs.org/baltimore09/index.html )

GIS & CAMA Technologies Conference; Charleston, SC; February 8-11, 2009 (http://www.urisa.org/gis_cama)

2009 SCARC Conference; Columbia, SC; February 9-10, 2009 (http://www.scarcgis.org/
SCARC2009Welcome.htm)

2009 NC GIS Conference; Raleigh, NC; February 19-20, 2009 (http://www.cgia.state.nc.us/Default.aspx?
alias=www.cgia.state.nc.us/ncgis2009)

URISA Leadership Academy; Seattle, WA; December 8-12, 2008 (http://www.urisa.org/ula)

Belong to a local users group?

Advertise your next meeting with CURISA or get a sponsorship grant. Email mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr.com with your event.

Carolina URISA—Compass Quarterly Fall 2008


mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr.com
mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr.com
mailto:mailto:kathrynb@msdbc.org
mailto:jmanley@monroenc.org
mailto:mailto:adurden@camdencountync.gov

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

Member Spotlight

Each installment of the Compass Quarterly will feature an interview with an active member of
Carolina URISA. This quarter CURISA asks one of our newest members, Crystine Rathburn from
Florence County, SC a few questions...

Please tell the readers a little about your career. (Where do you work? What do you do for that organi-
zation? How long have you been there?)

I have worked in Florence County SC as the GIS Manager since June of 2007 when Florence created
the GIS Department.

How are GIS resources structured within your organization (departments)?

GIS in Florence is a Countywide centralized department in a supporting role for all county agencies,
elected and appointed officials and the public.

What do you most enjoy about your present job?

The enthusiasm shown by my GIS department staff as we move forward into the progressive use of
GIS technologies throughout the County.

What other GIS or local government positions have you held and where (public or private)?

Prior to working in Florence, | was employed by the City of Sumter SC as a GIS Analyst from 2000 until
2007.

What is your educational background?
| have degrees in Business Management, Systems Technology and Liberal Arts.
How has your college experience prepared you for a career in GIS?

My educational experience has provided me with skills necessary to understand the business aspects
of being a GIS Department Manager.

What influenced you to choose this career and at what point did you choose it?

WA
$
I choose GIS as a career in 2000 while employed by the City of Sumter, SC as a way to advance in the "&
organization. GIS technologies were just getting started in the City and | was very excited about the

opportunity to put the technology to use. It amazes me the infinite number of ways to use GIS!

What do you think it takes to be successful in this career?

It takes a sharp, open mind and a willingness to learn and grow. This is a rapidly growing and changing
career field and a successful GIS professional must stay informed and involved.

What has been the biggest change in GIS since you began your career?

The biggest change | have noted is the increased number of people using GIS and the increase in fe-
males in this career field. From a technical ESRI standpoint, it was the migration from ArcView 3x to
ArcGIS 8 and from shapefiles to geodatabases.

What major projects are you working on now or have just completed?

Florence County is currently developing services and web applications using ArcGIS Server. Pictome-
try has arrived in Florence and we are rolling out customized workspaces to departments along with
developing web applications to view the new images. A countywide comprehensive address point layer
recently completed field verification and a GPS collection of fire hydrant locations is underway.

| serve on the Registration Committee for SCARC and am currently researching alternatives for manag-
iNg our extensive user database and conference registration process.

(Continued on page 4)
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Member Spotlight

What are your primary areas of interest when working with GIS (Utilities, planning, environmental, etc.)?

What professional GIS organizations are you a member of?

How long have you been a member of CURISA? What do you like most about the organization?

Do you have any distinguishable memories from a CURISA conference (keep it clean)?

As a member, where would you like to see CURISA go as an organization? How can we serve our members better?

What is the easiest, most effective way for someone to contribute to the GIS industry (locally or regionally)?

What tasks do you predict local government GIS professionals will be tackling in 20167

If you could suggest one area for GIS users to study up on for the future, what would it be?

What is your favorite movie of all time?

What is the best compliment you have ever received?
What is your favorite hobby?

Finish this sentence — “Nobody knows that | am...

Where were you born? Tell us a little about your childhood.

What was your first job?

(Continued on page 5)
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Member Spotlight...Cont’d

(Continued from page 4)

What is the most embarrassing thing that happened to you in public?

What is the best thing about your life right now?

If someone made a movie about your life, what would they call it? Who would you want to play you?

Who’s next?

Who would you like to know about? Put someone on the
spot and volunteer them to be interviewed.

Send your suggestion to: mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr.com
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: NC GIS Conference—2009

" February 19-20, 2009

|
2

| N%ogls Conference I . .
[api{aliTgﬂ Raleigh Convention Center
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Raleigh, North Carolina

https://www.cgia.state.nc.us/ncgis2009

Plan to attend the best state conference for GIS professionals! The 2009 North Carolina GIS Confer-
ence marks a return to Raleigh and the new Raleigh Convention Center. The excitement of this
fabulous facility, a revitalized downtown, and the brand new Marriott Raleigh City Center Hotel will
add to your conference experience. The program will expand your GIS horizon and showcase re-
markable applications, problems solved, coordination activities and best practices that make North
Carolina exceptional.

Visit the website for details. On-line registration will be available in October. Credit cards ac-
cepted. No paper preliminary programs or forms will be mailed.

Quick Facts

Conference Registration: $110; $25 full-time student; $150 late (after January 28)

Hotel: Marriott Raleigh City Center: $115 singles; $125 doubles. Reservations,
telephone 800-320-0934, mention NC GIS Conference for this special rate.

CURISA Workshops, February 18, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm: Marriott Hotel
Registration: $150 CURISA members; $160 non-Members; $185 (after January 28)

® Addresses and IS/GIS Implementation: Key to GIS Success
e Database Development and Conversion
GIS Program Management
Public Data, Public Access, Privacy and Security: US Law and Policy

GIS Enterprise Architecture and System Integration

Posters: Visit the website, or contact Katie Brewer, kathrynb@msdbc.org

Exhibitors: Visit the website, or contact david.giordano@ncmail.net
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URISA and GISCI Corner s mﬁ,
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93 New Certified GIS Professionals (GISPs) Announced on September 25, 2008.
2,495 Total Number of GISPs World-wide. 180 in North Carolina & 48 in South Carolina for a total of 128.

Congratulations to CURISA members who have recently gotten their GISP:
Crystine Rathburn —Florence Co., SC Curtis Hinton—GTG, Inc.
Lee Owens—City of Statesville, NC George Brown—Alexander Co., NC
James Huffines—Greenhorne & O’Mara William Moore—Surry Co., NC

Amanda Henley—UNC Chapel Hill Library

Officer’s Meeting Minutes (condensed)

Highlights from the most recent Carolina URISA officer’s meeting September 7-9, 2008 Concord, NC:

* The officers met at the conference in September to discuss a few rather large changes for the organization.
It was decided to hold a special meeting to examine the details. Stay tuned...

CURISA will send Katie Brewer, VP to the URISA national conference to represent CURISA, give a presentation about
CURISA for the 2008 chapter of the year award and accept the chapter of the year award on behalf of all of the offi-
cers and members.

Logistical planning for post-conference activities and officer transitions.

Next meeting: TBD Location: TBD

If interested in attending, please contact: mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr.com
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The 2008

Another successful conference has come to a close for Carolina

URISA. As if it wasn’t enough to win chapter of the year from

International URISA, CURISA had to raise the bar one more time

to host a tremendously successful conference. The new Em-

bassy Suites in Concord, NC offered a swanky, modern setting for

this year’s workshops and presentations. The pleasant atmos-

phere and pleasing decor were a plus while having all amenities

in one location was very convenient. Did | mention free parking, Connie Binglas, Cynd! Hendricks IkaNEBmewes.& Jo

free breakfast and free drinks? Anne Manley take over the registration desk.

This year’s new conference schedule was a huge success as well.
Sunday offered a golf outing, your choice of workshop and a fun- ;

i . i Mapping & GIS Solutio s
filled evening with your peers at Dave and Buster’s. A buffet of o or
workshops in %2 day format with a vendor focused evening social i ' :
rounded out Monday. Tuesday was full of interesting presenta-
tions which even included a track for vendors to showcase their
goods. As usual, the conference ended with a huge array of
door prizes including a large flat screen TV.

The topics covered by this conference were wide but very repre-
sentative of the issues the average GeoSpatial Professional is fac-
ing these days. The balanced approach of the conference pro-
vided opportunity for learning from the leaders in the profession
as well as apple opportunity to network with peers while keeping
travel costs at a minimum. From IT Architecture Considerations
to the US National Grid it was discussed either in formal presen-
tations and workshops or in the hall by networking with your
peers. For those pursuing their GISP to those looking to recer-
tify, many opportunities were provided to obtain points towards
certification. Al Butler, President of the GIS Certification Insti-
tute and on the Board of URISA, was our keynote speaker this ‘
year charting a course for the future of the GIS certification as a [V e v&i’l’lihg participants soft-copy
principle focus in the GeoSpatial community in the future. photogrammetry

Whether your field is Planning, Emergency Management, GIS/IT,

Transportation, Property Management, or a student the CURISA

conference provided an opportunity to learn and grow.

Mike*Withers and Daisy Rettaliata of Duncan Parnell
showcase theilatest in GPS equipment

The current Officers and the Board of Carolina URISA thank you
for your participation in this conference. Without your member-
ship our Carolina chapter would not be possible. We exist to
serve you. We want everything we do to be for, by and about
you, our members, and the promotion of your ideas, projects,
products and services. We look forward to your continued par-
ticipation in chapter activities.

Lunch time!
—Katie Brewer, VP CURISA
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Membership Renewals

It is easier than ever to become a member of Carolina URISA!

The officers have adopted a new online registration system through a company named Thriva. Now, individual or
corporate members can create a CURISA account and register online. Options exist to use a credit card, pay by
check (electronic or by mail, or set it up to bill you later. Members can also manage the details of their account
by logging in and changing passwords, addresses, etc. This same online method will be extended to conference
registration as well when the time is right. CURISA hopes that this service will be a big help to our members.

The links are accessible through the CURISA website http://www.carolinaurisa.org or follow the ones below.

Sign up today!

Individual Membership: https://secure.thriva.com/Reg/Form.aspx?IDTD=807616&IDRPH=1209107
Corporate Membership: https://secure.thriva.com/Reg/Form.aspx?IDTD=807616&IDRPH=1209106

Your membership helps CURISA continue to serve the community!

(Your advertisement will reach over 200 members specifically targeted in
the Carolinas. Members range from local and state government agencies to
private companies who need your products and services.

We will accept 1/2, 1/4, and 1/8 page general business ads as well as sub-
missions for any of our newsletter features, such as Featured Articles and
the CURISA Toolbox.

Our rates are reasonable and we can accommodate most special requests. §

If interested please email mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr.com for a media kit.

Remember...All members, including corporate members, can submit one featured article per year. This
is a great way to address an experience you would like to share and earn GISP certification points.

J

Contributors

Officers Members
Kristian Forslin—Editor Crystine Rathburn—Member Spotlight

Katie Brewer- Calendar of Events, ‘08 Conf. Write Wrap Up
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