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My intention as President of CURISA is to engage your
interest enough so that you will join in the revolution
currently happening in the Carolina's GIS professional
community. Quietly, but impressively, a grassroots
effort has mobilized with the mission of providing the
geospatial technology sector with a more modern
approach to age-old issues: training, information
sharing and networking. It is my belief that CURISA's
innovative approach to these issues will not only in-
spire each of you as GIS professionals but engage you
to participate in our vision. As you read further, I’ll
go on to tell you how I plan to get you to not only
join the membership but also volunteer your time
and share your ideas and expertise.

Carolina URISA has long been known for providing
educational opportunities in the form of National
URISA certified pre-conference workshops for the NC
GIS conference. The vision of the current CURISA of-
ficers and board is to continue to provide this service
as well as provide a bold new approach via ‘on-
demand’ workshops. Conventional training opportu-
nities are being replaced with more flexible, more
affordable one day, regional workshops taught by
local experts.

Have you noticed that there is a lot happening on all
levels of the GeoSpatial community in the Carolinas?
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The Carolina URISA Board certainly has. In response to
the need, it is our privilege to become a bridge with
other organizations to communicate information and
events happening all around the Carolinas to our mem-
bership in a timely and easy to digest manner. Exam-
ples of this new approach will be more summaries of
various committee reports in our quarterly newslet-
ters, on our web site and posted to the NCGIS and
NCURISA list-servs.

‘What happened to the yearly conference?' is a ques-
tion that has come up since CURISA has switched
gears. Our challenge is to continue to foster network-
ing opportunities but also adapt to the current eco-
nomic climate. Therefore our new response at this
juncture is to provide quarterly events in each of
North Carolina's four regions. One day workshops,
CURISA board meetings and fun networking events will
be combined into these local events providing a practi-
cal and creative approach to ensuring that the Caro-
lina URISA membership receives cutting-edge tools and
opportunities. The advantages are immediate in terms
of travel and training costs for local attendees.

As you are reading this article, it is my guess that at
this point you are beginning to agree that CURISA's
new vision is accurate and exactly what it needed

given the current climate. However, there is one
(Continued on page 5)
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Chapter News :

Membership registration is now open at the fol-
lowing URL: www.carolinaurisa.org

SDE/SQL workshop held on 1/15: More to Fol-
low - see page 6 for details

Upcoming quarterly meeting: Feb. (Triangle),
May (Piedmont), Aug.(Coastal), Oct.(Mountains)

,

Win $50.00 for renaming Newsletter
See page 2 for details
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Links and Joins

Carolina URISA 2010 membership renewals are due!

Join CURISA now to enjoy the support of a regional GIS professional association that partners with URISA and The GIS Certi-
fication Institute. CURISA relies on your memberships to maintain the chapter, publish a quarterly newsletter, host events
and workshops and represent the regional GIS community in matters of policy and standards. Your CURISA membership
entitles you to discounted registrations for workshops and access to other seminars and networking events.

Your membership will be for calendar year 2010 (January to December). We’ve made it easy for you to renew your mem-
bership via our online registration system. We have made a couple of changes for 2010 which include:

* A new online registration system - The new system will look and feel a bit different, but will provide more flexibility
in administration of your own account.
Change in our rate structure - We have gone to a flat $30 fee as opposed to $20/5$40 based on national URISA mem-
bership. CURISA also offers a discounted group membership for five or more members from the same organization.

You may go to www.carolinaurisa.org and navigate to the Membership page.

The CURISA Board is offering a $50.00 prize to the best new name for this newsletter. The name should be GIS centric and creative.
The purse will be split among all winners. Please submit entries by sending an email to

james.armstrong@richmondnc.com , indicating CURISA Newsletterin subject. The deadline for entries

is March 1, 2010. ""

#RWIN $50.00%***

2010 GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference - March 8-11, 2010 - Little Rock, Arkansas
2010 ESRI Southeast Regional User Group Conference - April 26-28, 2010 - Charlotte, NC
ESRI User Conference - July 12-16, 2010 - San Diego, CA

URISA/NENA Addressing Conference - August 16-18, 2010 - Charlotte, NC

URISA 48th Annual Conference - September 28-October 1, 2010 - Orlando, Florida

Chapter Contacts—Who’s Who

Kathryn Brewer, President Mountain Region mailto:kathrynb@msdbc.org

Tim Muhs, Vice President Triangle Region mailto:tim.muhs@ncagr.gov

Cyndi Hendricks, Treasurer Coastal Region mailto:chendricks@brunsco.net

James Armstrong, Secretary Piedmont Region mailto: james.armstrong@richmondnc.com

Advisory Board Advisory Board

Kristian Forslin, Past President Pam Carver—Mountain Region
Andrew Shore, Past Vice President Rachel Boone - Piedmont Region
Daniel Madding—Triangle Region Kirby Whitley—Coastal Region

Bryan Townsend— SC West Region Patrick Thorstenson— Mountain Region

vPEN— SC East Region Gene Hume—LCG Representative
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Member Spotlight

This quarter CURISA asks one of our members, Rachel Boone of Yadkin County, NC a few ques-
tionsé

. Please tell the readers a little about your career. (Where do you work? What do
you do for that organization? How long have you been there?)Currently | am the GIS
Administrator for Yadkin County. | have been here almost 5 years. My job encompasses
many different areas. | keep the databases up and running, do any and all geoprocessing
requests, make lots of maps for any department that asks, handle addressing, E911 cen-
terlines, zoning, and all other mapping needs EXCEPT for cadastral.

. How are GIS resources structured within your organization (departments)? Yadkin
Countybdés GI'S consists of a central versi
have 2 full time mapping personnel. The data is available to every county agency that
wants to use it. Currently, we have act
and subsequent use of GIS expands each year.

. What GIS software does your organization use? ESRI Products

. What is atypical work day like? Answer emails, work on projects (most recently the re-
calculation of the 6-mile fire insurance district boundaries), catch up on technical reading,

all the while putting out the numerous @

. What do you most enjoy about your present job? The GREAT department | am in
(I'nformation Technol ogy Group) and the f
the county.

. What specific goals, including those related to your occupation, have you estab-
lished for your life? To have GIS become the invaluable tool that it is for EVERY county
depart ment! ! And, of courseé.be the bes

. What other GIS or local government positions have you held and where (public or
private)? | began my GIS career journey in 1991, starting out as the GIS administrator for
Onslow County. At that time, the County had Genamap running on Sun workstations.
While working at the county, we upgraded to Arc INFO. | worked for Westinghouse Land-
mark Engineering as a GIS tech for a few years before becoming a Project Manager for
their cadastral group. Around 2000, | launched out on my own to do GIS maintenance
and updates for smaller counties.

. What influenced you to choose this career and at what point did you choose it? |
returned to North Carolina from California after working as a programmer on both main-
frame systems and then as a programmer on some scientific projects at the Naval Weap-
ons Center. | found it difficult to find a job that utilized my programming education and

experience but discovered the advertisemg

local paperd | jumped at the chance to be back in the Unix environmentd and got to work
in the GIS field!

(Continued on page 4)
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Rachel Boone works
for Yadkin County, NC
as the GIS aba
Administrator. She
has a undergrad ab
degree in Computer
Programming, coupled
with a Master’s in
Management. Rachel
currently serves on
the CURISA Advisory
Board from the
Piedmont Region. com

We are looking for
interesting subjects for
our next interview!

This is an excellent
opportunity to showcase
someone’s talents, learn
from and about fellow
members, and share with
CURISA members.

If you know someone who
you would like to see
interviewed and hear what
they have to say about bone
CURISA, GIS, etc., please
email the editor at:
james.armstrong@richmon
dnc.com
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Member Spotlight

9. What major projects are you working on now or have just completed? Recalculating the 6 mile fire insurance
boundaries.

10.How did you first learn about GIS and how have you become more involved in GIS over the years? | first
learned about GIS in California at the Naval Weapons Center. | was not a part of the group that created or used
the datasets, but it was used extensively in the testing phases of the missiles.

11. What professional GIS organizations are you a member of? Currently: CURISA and NCPMA,

12. How long have you been a member of CURISA? This time around: 1 year. Inthe past, | was a member of
URISA. What do you like most about the organization? Membership in this organization allows me to meet
and network with other GIS professionals.

131 n your opinion, what are some Ohot butt ofNetadatagnde s
data currency! With the advent of all of the GPS devices, knowing the currency of the data you are looking at is
rapidly becoming a problem that affects all of the GIS community.

14. What is the best compliment you have ever received? WWow, Gr andmaéyoudre cool

15. What is your favorite hobby? Computer gaming & crochet

MAPN IMBUS.com

THE ULTIMATE PUBLIC WEB PORTAL

THIS DYNAMIC WEB PORTAL'S EASY-TO-USE INTERFACE ALLOWS CITIZENS ACCESS
TO IMPORTANT, RELEVANT LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION. DATA IS NOW
ONLINE AND READILY AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLICI
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(Continued from page 1)

important ingredient in this new recipe that | have not yet discussed: You. In order to provide this radical new
approach to create value for our membership, CURISA needs you, the GIS professional, to participate in the
creation of this vision.

The easiest way to participate is to become a member of Carolina URISA. Visit www.carolinaurisa.org and navi-
gate to the membership tab to join at the rate of $30 per person. Organizations registering 5 or more members
receive a $5 discount making their rate $25 per person. Besides financially supporting CURISA's vision, what
value does the individual member receive? Discounts on workshops and events are the most immediately tangi-
ble.

For those GIS professionals who like to live life in the 'extreme’, we are looking for workshop instructors, work-
shop facilities, logistical support, etc. and ideas from the membership of what topics are wanted for workshop
and for the future direction of CURISA in general. Here is the opportunity you have been waiting for to take
your participation in the GeoSpatial community to the next level. The additional more esoteric award at this
level is having a direct leadership role guiding the direction of the GeoSpatial community in the Carolina’s.

With confidence, | look forward to your participation in our GeoSpatial technology community revolution. Just
as the journey of a thousand miles begins with just one step, the whole GeoSpatial community is changed by the
participation - no matter how big or how small - of each individual GIS professional. Here's to a brave new
world!

Aoy B

UPDATES

Some hot GIS topics continue to be discussed by the NC Geographic Information
Coordinating Council and it many subcommittees. Issues like the State Enter-
prise License Agreement (ELA) - (which may be of benefit to Local Government
this time around), Seamless Parcel, data translators and other items of interest
are really beginning to take shape. Check out all the news on the status of GIS
in North Carolina at the following website. http://www.ncgicc.org/

The North Carolina 911 Board awarded a grant of $12.3 million to the City of Durham’s
Emergency Communications Center on September 25, 2009 for acquisition of statewide
ortho imagery (aerial photography for base mapping purposes). The project will be
managed by the NC Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA) in the NC
OneMap framework of data access. CGIA will collaborate with the NC Floodplain Map-
ping Program to take advantage of the Qualifications-Based Selection contracts in place
for ortho imagery acquisition, the NC Geodetic Survey to assure positional accuracy of
the new products, and the Statewide Mapping Advisory Committee’s Working Group for
Orthophotography Planning for technical advice. Digital cameras will be in the air in
early 2010, and products will be available from late 2010 through early 2011. The prod-
ucts will include true color imagery captured and processed at 0.5-foot resolution (6-
inch pixels, equivalent to mapping at 1 inch = 200 feet) as well as compressed images,
distributed to each of 100 counties

Carolina URISA—Compass Quarterly Winter 2010


http://www.carolinaurisa.org
http://www.ncgicc.org

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 1

Work Shop Review—ArcSDE/SQL

First CURISA 'OnDemand’' Workshop held in Asheville, NC

Anyone who's ever been to Asheville, NC located in the mountains of western North Carolina, has probably heard the local
saying 'Altitude affects Attitude . This location, which is a creative hotbed for artists, musicians, foodies, techies, etc.,
was a fitting kick-off place for our first ever Carolina URISA on-demand workshop: Introduction to ArcSDE and SQL Server
presented by Kent Rothrock.

Born out of creativity, ingenuity and pure hands-on technical expertise, the workshop combined Carolina URISA's first at-
tempt at providing the GeoSpatial technology community with an unconventional training opportunity and Kent Rothrock’s
breath of experience in the ArcSDE and SQL Server world. The result was a full day of technical knowledge transfer to lo-
cal GIS professionals in a cozy environment where the price was right and the trip was short.

Using local data and first names, the workshop was more like a gathering of extended family than a cold impersonal formal
training using data from Timbuktu. Each participant comfortably asked questions and group discussion was encouraged.
Kent expertly broke down the large and seemingly dry topics into bite size pieces and combined them with real-world sce-
narios that kept everyone's attention and interest until the very end of the day. With morning refreshments and lunch pro-
vided by CURISA, the group was able to connect and communicate even during traditional breaks in the action. Concluding
the workshop, each participant left more knowledgeable about ArcSDE and SQL Server and as well connected member of
the larger GeoSpatial community. Score one for Carolina URISA.

Moving forward, our goal is to provide this workshop and/or others across the state during each of the quarters of the year.

Central Region - Raleigh - mid-Februar

EXTRA EXTRA
Piedmont Region - TBD - mid-May \ Upcoming SDE/SQL class in
Raleighfi Feb 19, 2010
See Page 7 for details

Coastal Region - TBD - mid-August

Mountain Region - Asheville - mid-October

Make sure to checkout our web site frequently for updates and changes to this general schedule - www.carolinaurisa.org. If you would
like to have this workshop scheduled in your community or have other questions, ideas, workshop requests, etc. please email
curisa@carolinaurisa.org.

Photos on last Page

Officer’s Meeting Minutes (condensed)

Highlights from the most recent Carolina URISA meetings:

* The Board reviewed preparation for the SDE/SQL workshop to be held in Asheville (snow date January
15th). Also the proposed Project Management workshop was unveiled and schedule for early 2010
(location pending).

Incoming Officers and Advisory Board members were briefed and assigned areas of responsibilities.

Ideas of enhanced communication with the membership and increasing CURISA’s position within the GIS Community
were discussed. Efforts to make CURISA the ‘Home of the GIS Professional for the Carolinas’ are beginning.

Carolina URISA—Compass Quarterly Winter 2010


http://www.carolinaurisa.org
mailto:curisa@carolinaurisa.org

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 1

Introduction to ArcSDE/SQL Server Workshop

Feb 19th, 2010 8:00am to 5:00pm.
Kent Rothrock - Instructor
Price - $95 for CURISA members; $145 for non -members
Lunch on your own.

Location:  North Carolina Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services i
2 West Edenton Street Raleigh NC 27601, Mezzanine Floor, Agriculture Emergency Operations Center (EOC)

Capacity = 30

This course will be a one day mix of lecture and presentation, in the creation and basic management of SQds8eeSDE €o-
databases. An introduction to SQL Server databases will be provided, focusing on the SQL Server 2008 model. ArcSDE Wétthnol
be introduced and basic concepts explored. Additional lecture and exercises will cover the following topics:

How to create ArcSDE geodatabases.

The Ar cSDE Repos ihow$QL anil ShEdverk togetheeto rhamamel ggographic data sets.
Creating and Loading Data (vect

Ma n a g ii how to areateiogins and grant access to data sets.

V e r 9 how it wankg and how to manage correctly.

R e p |7 ihawat ivarks and how to use correctly.

Managing spati al and att

Tuning the geodatabase.

Best practices for manag+4

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

Advanced topics (ti me

-

Your advertisement will reach over 200 members specifically targeted in
the Carolinas. Members range from local and state government agencies to
private companies who need your products and services.

We will accept 1/2, 1/4, and 1/8 page general business ads as well as sub-
missions for any of our newsletter features, such as Featured Articles and
the CURISA Toolbox.

Our rates are reasonable and we can accommodate most special requests.
If interested please email james.armstrong@richmondnc.com for a media
kit.

\_

Contributors
Kathryn Brewer—Officer’s Address, Workshop Review Rachael Boone—Member Spotlight

Kristian Forslin—Membership Renewal James Armstrong—Editor

Carolina URISA—Compass Quarterly Winter 2010


mailto:james.armstrong@richmondnc.com
https://www.regonline.com/curisa_sde_workshop

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 1

SDE/SQL WORKSHOP

Asheville, North Carolina—January 15, 2010

HM il
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