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Of fi cerds Addr ess

mon is the need for GIS. The trick is to keep GIS in the fore-
front of the minds of decision makers and highlight the ex-
There is a term that some military folks (including yours ceptional value and importance of this technology. We have
truly) go by their first year in the service, when they are some work to do therefore but | am confident that we are up
still wet behind the ears. | may have some of you cringing to the task!
with other acronyms that the military is famous for, but
dondt -wdrirsy one is mild. The term was OJEEP, 6 which
translates to Just Enough Experience to Perform. While it
is not an official military term, many a newbie was called Thank you for allowing me to serve on the CURISA board and
that for their first year of service. So here | am once again dondot forget the North Caroli
a JEEP but this time on the CURISA board and | am looking place in the brand new Raleigh Convention Center February
forward to serving both the board and the Carolina GIS 1920. | f you havendt registerég
Community as Secretary_ V|S|t http:/lWWW.Cgia.State.nC.US/Default.aSpX?
alias=www.cgia.state.nc.us/ncgis2009 for more information.
I hope to see you there!

With the dawn of a new year, there are many hot topics

that are forefront on the minds of folks, including new

leadership in Washington, continuing wars, new conflicts

and, of course, the economy. | know we are all sick of Best regards,

hearing about the economy and everyone | know has been

touched by the downturn in some way. | have decided that

instead of getting bummed out about it, to try and focus /[Z/

on the positive things that 2009 may bring. With the prom- f .

ise of new energy initiatives, smarter planning, and the

need to drastically update the nationds infrastructure,
have our work cut out for us. As GIS professionals focused Tim Muhs, CURISA Secretary
on utilities, planning, homeland security, and disaster pre-

paredness and response, we have a lot to do. | am not say-

ing that the job market will explode tomorrow with posi-

tions aplenty, but to me what all these issues have in com-

ﬂnside this issue: Chapter News:

Of ficerds Address e CURISA is awarded 2008 International URISA
Calendar of Events & Chapter Contacts Chapter of the Year!!!

Registration is open for the 2009 NCGIS Confer-

ence. You can get details at:
NC GIS Conference Announcement 6 www.cgis.state.nc.us

Member Spotlight

URISA & GISCI Corner 7 CURISA sponsored 6 GIS Day events this year all
of over the state. We got great feedback and
all of the events went very well.

Of ficerds Meeting M7 nutes

CURISA membership renewals are due. Visit our
Membership and Advertising Info webpage at www.carolinaurisa.org to sign up!
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Calendar of Events

URISA Leadership Academy; Seattle, WA; December 8 -12, 2008 (http://www.urisa.org/ula)

NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council; Raleigh, NC;  February 11, 2009 (http://www.ncgicc.com/Default.aspx?tabid=138)

GIS & CAMA Technologies Conference; Charleston, SC; February 8 -11, 2009 (http://www.urisa.org/gis_cama)

2009 SCARC Conference; Columbia, SC; February 9 -10, 2009 (http://www.scarcgis.org/SCARC2009Welcome.htm)

American Water Works Association Conference; New Orleans, LA; February 17  -20, 2009 (http://www.awwa.org/Conferences/
utilitymanageconf.cfm?ltemNumber=773&navitemNumber=1546)

2009 NC GIS Conf.; Raleigh, NC; February 19 -20, 2009 (http://www.cgia.state.nc.us/Default.aspx?alias=www.cgia.state.nc.us/ncgis2 009)

ASPRS Annual Conference; Baltimore, MD; March 8 -13, 2009 (http://www.asprs.org/baltimore09/index.html)

2009 Geospatial Infrastructure Solutions  -GITA; Tampa, FL; April 19 -22, 2009 (http://www.securewebcc.com/sites/S88/index.php?p=9 32)

American Planning Association 2009 Conference; Minneapolis, MN; April 26 -29 (http://www.planning.org/nationalconference/index.ht m)

2009 Southeast Regional User Group (SERUG) Conf.; Jacksonville, FL; April 27 -29, 2009 (http://www.esri.com/events/serug/index.h tml)
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Member Spotlight

This quarter CURISA asks one of our long time members, Cathy Cole from City of Burlington, NC a
few questionseé

Please tell the readers a little about your career. (Where do you work? What do you do for that organi-
zation? How long have you been there?)

| spent four years as the GIS Administrator at Cabarrus County before enrolling in the Ph.D. program in
Geography at UNCG. | have the responsibility of a Teaching Assistant during the Spring and Fall. |
have taught GIS, Cartography, and Physical Geography. Since | made the decision to go back to
school , I 6 ve btimeforthe draffic EngigeeripgaDivision of the Public Works Department
at the City of Burlington. |l 6ve been here for
GI'S, so, | éve been doing a number of projects
ing stop sign data, using GPS to collect street lights, comparing parking designation to prior surveys,
converting AutoCad files and various other mapping projects, to name a few.

How are GIS resources structured within your organization (departments)?

The GIS Department is under Planning. Andrew Shore (former CURISA President) is the GIS Adminis-
trator and there is one other GIS staff member. Public Works can map to a network drive, but the City
has not embraced the Enterprise System. The computers in Public Works are not networked, so | must
use the old fAisneaker neto between the traffic

What is a typical work day like?

During the summer, | may bike or walk to work and meet with Nolan Kirkman, the Traffic Engineering
Director. After finding out his agenda, we discuss his project needs. | consult with him about the time
frame, deadline and data availability. Then, | either go out and collect data, study the previous maps
and material or sit down at the computer and g
project, | set up templates to streamline the mapping, organize the GIS files, or coordinate backups.

What specific goals, including those related to your occupation, have you established for your life?
After spending close to twelve years in public service, all the while striving to improve the GIS operation
while educating other departments in its use, costs, value, and operations, one thing became very ap-
parent. There is still a tremendous need for GIS education. So, | made the decision to return to school
to work on my Ph.D. in Geography in hopes of obtaining a position where | may continue to educate
people on the benefits of using GIS.

What other GIS or local government positions have you held and where (public or private)?

I am pleased to say that | served as the GIS Administrator for Cabarrus County, the GIS Manager for
Rockingham County, GIS Mapping Technician for both the City of Greensboro and Guilford County. |
have also worked part-time for The Piedmont Triad COG while pursuing my education.

What is your educational background?
After returning to |

ish by Bachel ords degree in Geography. After
Masterdéds Degree program in 1996. Since | had
a MA in Geography in 1998. | entered the Ph.D program in 2006. Professionally speaking, | have at-
tended numerous ESRI courses, Management courses and conducted several training classes myself.

school as an adul t, 6ve s
f

What do you think it takes to be successful in this career?
I think it takes passion in what youdre
ality and a pinch of networking to become a well rounded GIS professional.

doi ng,

What has been the biggest change in GIS since you began your career?

Besides to constant change in GIS and computer technology, one of the biggest (and | must say BEST)
changes is the recognition that GIS has achieved as a valuable asset and that most agencies acknowl-
edge this through the salary classifications.

What major projects are you working on now or have just completed?
My research topic is examining the transition from tobacco to grapes and wine in NC, in particular The

(Continued on page 4)
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Cathy is a past
president and a
distinguished member
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We are looking for
interesting subjects for
our next interview!

This is an excellent
opportunity to showcase
someoneds t a
from and about fellow
members, and share with
CURISA members.

If you know someone who
you would like to see
interviewed and hear what
they have to say about
CURISA, GIS, etc., please]
email the editor at:
mailto:kristianforslin@ncrr
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Member Spotlight

Yadkin Valley American Viticulture Assoc. Collecting aerial imagery and data from the seven counties that comprise the area is a
daunting task. Through the help of my GIS associates and t
the information | need for my study. As for my job, | have been working on a Downtown Master Plan which proposes to implement
back-in parking in downtown Burlington.

What professional GIS organizations are you a member of?
| currently belong to CURISA, AAG and SEDAAG. | was also one of the earliest North Carolinians to acquire a GISP.

Do you have any advice for people who are interested in a career in GIS? If so, what is that advice?
Get an internship, if possible, while in college. Go to professional meetings and meet people. And learn how to use the software
BEFORE applying for a position.

What is the easiest, most effective way for someone to contribute to the GIS industry (locally or regionally)?
| think getting involved with a professional organization, such as CURISA, is a good way. You can give presentations to your
peers about your work, network with other professionals and serve your industry through serving as an officer.

What would you like to be known for?
For raising a productive and decent human being, who, by the way, was a geography major.

What was your first job?
My first real job was scooping ice cream at Baskin Robbins at Macalister Square in Greenville, SC.

What is the best thing about your life right now?
The opportunity to follow my dream of returning to school and lead the lifestyle | have with my husband.

Thanks, Cathy!
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Carolina URISA GIS Day Sponsorship Grants

OFree money! ! 14 For six GI'S Day events in the
thanks to Carolina URI SAds GI' S Day Sponsorship

lina URISA sponsored six $50.00 GIS Day Grants to encourage GIS education in our communities via GIS Day
event s. In order to qualify for the grants, the
(www.gisday.com) and be an event in North or South Carolina. The Carolina URISA Board received 6 appli-
cations and voted to fund all six applications totaling $300.00. The funds were awarded in a mix of $50

Visa Check cards and $50 reimbursement checks.

The 2008 sponsored events are listed below. Congratulations to our winners
for taking GIS education to the next level in the Carolina region!

1) Ashevile-Buncombe Techni cal Community Coll ege

14th Weather Squadron, US f i S
A s h -@Buncomlbeerechnical Community College '

Buncombe County WIN $50
City of Asheville

City of Hendersonville
Feder al Geographic Data Co
GeoMaxi m

Metropolitan Sewerage Di st
Mi chael Baker Engineering,
Mount ain Regional GI S Al li
NC Arboretum

NC Center for Geographic
NOAAGs National Climatic
Renai ssance Computing In
Resource Dat a, I nc.
U-RgBeville / National Environmental Modeling & Analysis Center
Warren Wilson Coll ege

Western Carolina University

|
D §
st

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

.1%|s‘oAv Z00e . .
# 2 TH A ~ A -
2) City of Salisbury, NC i e )
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3) Albemarle Regional GIS Users Group
4) Mecklenburg Co. GIS, UNGC, CPCC, Charlotte, CharMeck Public Library & Cabarrus Co. Econ. Dev.
5) North Carolina State University Campus GIS Users Group and NCSU Libraries

6) UNC, University Library, and Department of Geography

Carolina URISA looks forward to supporting GIS educational

opportunities and GIS Day events in the future. If you are interested

in applying, check out our website ~ dwww.carolinaurisa.org din the fall
months before GIS Day for an application for your $50 GIS Day Grant!
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NC GIS Conference 2009
February 120, 2009
Raleigh Convention Center
Raleigh, North Carolina

https://www.cgia.state.nc.us/ncgis2009

Plan to attend the best state conference for GIS professionals! The 2009 North Carolina GIS Confer-
ence marks a return to Raleigh and the new Raleigh Convention Center. The excitement of this
fabulous facility, a revitalized downtown, and the brand new Marriott Raleigh City Center Hotel will
add to your conference experience. The program will expand your GIS horizon and showcase re-
markable applications, problems solved, coordination activities and best practices that make North
Carolina exceptional.

On-line registration is open. Credit cards accepted. No paper preliminary programs or forms will be
mailed. Click here to register http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?Eventld=670575

Quick Facts

Conference Registration : $110; $25 full -time student; $150 late (after January 28)

Hotel: Marriott Raleigh City Center: $115 singles; $125 doubles. Reservations,
telephone 800-320-0934, mention NC GIS Conferencéor this special rate.

CURISA Workshops, February 18, 9:00 am 65:00 pm : Marriott Hotel
Registration: $150 CURISA members; $160 norMembers; $185 (after January 28)
Addresses and IS/GIS Implementation: Key to GIS Success
Database Development and Conversion
GIS Program Management
Public Data, Public Access, Privacy and Security: US Law and Policy

GIS Enterprise Architecture and System Integration

Posters: Visit the website, or contact Katie Brewer, kathrynb@msdbc.org

Exhibitors : Visit the website, or contact david.giordano@ncmail.net
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